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BIRDWATCHING & PHOTOGRAPHY TOURS IN SOUTH AMERICA

2-Day Santa Eulalia Birding Tour

Two days from Lima: Santa Eulalia's endemics, then the high-Andean puna at the edge of Junin

National Reserve.

DURATION DEPARTURE ELEVATION GROUP SIZE

2 days / 1 night 5:00 AM from Lima ~800 m to 4,800 M 1—4

(Ticlio)

FROM

$550 wroerer

1 pax $1,320 - 2 pax $730 - 3+ pax $550

Our 2-day Santa Eulalia birding tour is the most complete central-Peru endemic experience within reach of Lima — a full elevational
transect from the desert foothills at 800 metres to the puna bogs of Ticlio at nearly 4,800 metres, taking in five habitats and the
great majority of the region’s range-restricted birds. Day one climbs the Santa Eulalia canyon through desert scrub, cactus slopes,
riverside woodland and montane thickets to the first Polylepis; after a night in the valley, day two crosses the high grasslands to the
glacial lakes and cushion bogs at the edge of the Junin National Reserve. It is a long, ambitious two days built for birders serious
about endemics and high-Andes specialities, run at a birding pace with an expert guide.

TARGET SPECIES
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Great Inca-Finch
Bronze-tailed Comet
Rusty-crowned Tit-Spinetail
White-bellied Cinclodes
White-cheeked Cotinga
Junin Canastero

Andean Condor
White—capped Dipper
Sparkling Violetear

Peruvian Sheartail

Collared \X/arbling—Finch

2-DAY SANTA EULALIA BIRDING TOUR

Black-necked Woodpecker
Black Metaltail
Rusty-bellied Brush-Finch
Black-breasted Hillstar
Dark—winged Miner
Diademed Sandpiper—Plover
Torrent Duck

Giant Hummingbird
Peruvian Pygmy—OWl
Olivaceous Thornbill
Blue-and-yellow Tanager

- endemic to Peru

DAY BY DAY

Day 1 5:00 AM — Depart Lima

We leave Lima at first light and drive east into the Santa Eulalia canyon, reaching the first birding stops as the sun comes up. The lower
valley’s desert scrub and riverside willows are alive with activity in the cool early morning.

Lower canyon — willow forest & river

We work the riparian willow forest and the river for Black-necked Woodpecker, Peruvian Pygmy-Owl, Collared Warbling-Finch, Peruvian
Sheartail and Blue-and-yellow Tanager, and scan the fast water for Torrent Duck and White-capped Dipper. These lower stops are also
excellent for photography in the morning light.

Autisha — Great Inca-Finch & condors

Around the Autisha bridge we search the roadside scrub for the endemic Great Inca-Finch, one of the route’s top targets, and watch the
thermals for Andean Condor and Andean and White-collared Swifts. The dramatic gorge here is classic condor country.

Upper canyon — the hummingbird endemics

Climbing into the upper valley we reach the richest stretch for endemic hummingbirds — Bronze-tailed Comet and Black Metaltail — with
Giant Hummingbird, Sparkling Violetear, Rusty-crowned Tit-Spinetail and Rusty-bellied Brush-Finch in the montane scrub. This is the Upper
Santa Eulalia Valley, with its own downloadable checklist.

Late afternoon — Polylepis & overnight

In the late afternoon we reach the first patches of Polylepis (quefiua) woodland, scanning the mossy canopy for the endemic
White-cheeked Cotinga and the other Polylepis specialists. We spend the night in the Santa Eulalia Valley, ready for an early start into the
high country.

Day 2 - dawn — into the high puna

We begin before dawn and climb steadily out of the valley onto the Central Highway, crossing 4,000 metres into the open puna at the
gateway to the Junin National Reserve. The habitat changes completely — glacial lakes, cushion bogs and vast high grasslands.
Marcapomacocha — the bogs & lakes

On the Marcapomacocha bogs and lakes we search for the critically endangered White-bellied Cinclodes and the Diademed
Sandpiper-Plover, with Dark-winged Miner, Junin Canastero, Black-breasted Hillstar, Olivaceous Thornbill, Puna Tinamou, Giant Coot and
high-Andean waterfowl. Andean Condors and raptors are a regular sight over the ridges.

Ticlio pass & the descent to Lima

We work our way up to the Ticlio pass at nearly 4,800 metres for a final scan of the highest bogs before turning for home. We descend

through the afternoon, arriving back in Lima in the evening after two of the most bird-rich days available from the capital.

WHAT'S INCLUDED

INCLUDED NOT INCLUDED
— Private transportation from Lima - Dinner on day 2
— Expert guides - Personal expenses and tips

— One night's lodging in the Santa Eulalia Valley

Day 1: breakfast, lunch and dinner
— Day 2: breakfast and lunch
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Ready to book, or want it tailored?

wildandestours.com/2-day-santa-eulalia-birdingtour/ - sales@wildandestours.com
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